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hours' length Kwiatkowski, at the reopening of the Seym, reviewed
the situation in considerable detail once more. He declared that
at last all the forces of the nation were mobilized for the fight
against the crisis, and he had no doubt that, as this was the case,
the fight would be won. He gave some interesting particulars of
what the Government had so far done in fresh taxation and in
the reduction, as a set-off, in the cost of living. He stated that the
special tax on salaries (which had been modified in a downward
direction after its first publication) would bring in approximately
166 million zlotys, and the increases in the income-tax about 60
millions. On the other hand, besides various general reductions,
for instance, in railway tariffs amounting to 80 million zlotys,
and in prices charged by State undertakings, the reductions in
the cost of living were itemized, the largest item being the reduction
in trust prices amounting to no million zlotys, and, next, the
reduction in rents, placed at 40 millions. Having given these
figures Kwiatkowski said the Government proposed to curtail
the participation of the Government in State undertakings which
could be worked better by private capital; to reform the entire
tax structure; to lighten the burdens on agriculture; and to
reassure foreign as well as Polish capital. The Seym debated
the Budget in a general way on December 6, and a commission
of 30 deputies was elected to study the Budget and report to
the full Seym. The Speaker reminded the commission that its
work had to be completed by February 10, as, according to the
Constitution, the Seym must pass the Budget within 90 days after
the receipt of the draft from the Government. A Foreign Affairs
Commission of 21 deputies was also elected by the Seym. Among
other things a Bill was introduced for making the Belvedere
Palace, the Warsaw residence of Pilsudski, into a national Pilsudski
museum. It had already been announced in the Press that the
Government had completed the draft of an amnesty on a large
scale in commemoration of the New Constitution.
Press comment on the Budget was on the whole favourable to
the Government, though exceptions were taken respecting some
of its details. The general feeling of the community was that
something drastic had to be done, was being done by the Govern-